
Throughout the Connectivity Teacher’s Edition and Lesson Planner, the teacher’s notes provide focused warm-up 
activities for each unit. As a supplement to those suggestions, the list below provides you with some quick, general, 
game-like activities that can be used at the beginning of class. These activities:

• help students transition from their first-language environment to an English-speaking one.
• accommodate latecomers to class (and motivate students to be on time).
• add some fun to the start of class.

Warm-ups recycle language studied in one or more previous units. They don’t require any extra materials or special 
equipment.

Warm-ups should take only 2–3 minutes of class time. You may want to use an egg timer or the timer on your phone, or 
ask a learner to be the timekeeper. 

Levels 4-5

CATEGORIES

Write five categories on the board (for example: animals, foods, countries, furniture, sports). In 
pairs, have students list the categories on a piece of paper. Choose a letter (A–Z) at random, 
and write it on the board. When you say go, pairs write down a word for each category 
beginning with the letter on the board. For example, if the letter is C, example answers are cat, 
cake, Cambodia, chair, cricket. The first pair with five correct answers wins.

STORY CIRCLE

Write a sentence on the board to start a story. For example, Yesterday, I bought two chocolate 
cakes. In small groups, have students take turns adding one sentence to the story. For example, 
Student 1: I walked home carefully carrying one cake in each hand. Student 2: I rang the doorbell 
for someone to open the door, but nobody answered. Student 3: Then out of nowhere, my dog 
jumped up and opened the door! After two minutes, call time.

SHAPE SHARE

In pairs, have students take out a piece of paper and a pencil. Ask students to face away from 
the board. Draw a large vertical rectangle on the board. In the rectangle, draw 3–4 random 
shapes (for example: lines, circles, triangles, squares). Then, tell Student A to face front while 
Student B stays facing away. When you say go, Student A has one minute to give Student B 
instructions on how to replicate the drawing on the board. For example, In the top left corner, 
there is a large circle. In the middle, draw a short horizontal line. Remind students they can use 
only words, no gestures. After one minute, call time. Have students turn around and compare 
their drawing with the drawing on the board.

INFO QUESTIONS

In pairs, have students take turns sharing something they believe to be true and asking each 
other questions beginning with Who, What, Where, When, Why, and How. For example, A: Too 
many people can’t access clean water. B: Where is water polluted? What makes water dirty? Why 
is this problem so serious? How can we solve this problem? If they can, students should answer. If
not, suggest they say, Good question. I don’t know.
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WARM-UP ACTIVITY BANK

Unit COMMUNICATION GOALS VOCABULARY GRAMMAR CONVERSATION STRATEGIES LISTENING / 
PRONUNCIATION

READING WRITING /
SOFT SKILLS

1
Describing 
Ourselves and 
Others

page 2

●	 Talk about your personality 
and character

●	 Describe how people 
behave

●	 Discuss how we respond to 
others’ conduct

●	 Talk about nonverbal 
communication and 
culture

●	 Adjectives to describe 
personality and character 
traits

●	 Attitudes towards others’ 
conduct

●	 Gerunds and infinitives: review and expansion
●	 Verbs that require a noun or pronoun before 

an infinitive

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 Infinitives: review, expansion, and common errors
●	 Parallelism with gerunds and infinitives

●	 Use “I’d say” to soften an assertive 
opinion

●	 Say “I see you as” to introduce your 
description of someone 

●	 Use “I don’t see myself that way” to 
politely contradict another person’s 
description of you

●	 Use “tend to” and “seem to” to make 
generalizations

Listening Skills
●	 Listen to infer
●	 Listen to confirm 

content
●	 Listen to infer

Texts
●	 A quiz about one’s outlook
●	 Employees’ opinions of their boss
●	 An article about nonverbal 

communication

Skills / Strategies
●	 Relate to personal experience
●	 Recognize main idea
●	 Understand from context

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task 
●	 Write a short article about 

nonverbal communication

Skill
●	 Paragraph structure: review

Pronunciation
●	 Content words and 

function words

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Communication: Ask for 

clarification and repetition to 
avoid misunderstandings

2
Creativity in 
Our Lives

page 12

●	 Talk about how you’ve been 
enjoying the arts

●	 Disagree politely about 
artistic preferences

●	 Describe the personalities 
of creative people

●	 Discuss ways to increase 
creative thinking

●	 Elements of music
●	 Adjectives to describe the 

arts
●	 Describing creative 

personalities

Word study:
●	 Participial adjectives: 

present and past forms

●	 The present perfect continuous and the present 
perfect: review and expansion

●	 Cleft sentences with What

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 Finished and unfinished actions: summary
●	 Noun clauses: review and expansion
●	 Noun clauses as adjective and noun complements

●	 Use “To tell the truth” and “I hate to 
say it, but” to politely introduce a 
contrary opinion

●	 Soften a contradictory opinion with 
expressions such as “[He’s] not my 
favorite,” “[They’re] not my cup of tea,” 
etc.

Listening Skills
●	 Listen to confirm

content 
●	 Listen for details
●	 Relate to personal 

experience

Texts
●	 A survey of memorable songs and 

performers
●	 Interviews: enjoying the arts
●	 An article about creative personalities 
●	 A survey of how companies can 

encourage creative thinking

Skills / Strategies
●	 Understand from context
●	 Identify supporting information
●	 Relate to personal experience

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task 
●	 Describe the personal 

qualities of a creative person

Skill
●	 Parallel structure: words in a 

series

Pronunciation
●	 Intonation patterns

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Active listening: Ask for 

examples to show interest

3
Financial Matters

page 24

●	 Express buyer’s remorse
●	 Talk about financial goals 

and plans
●	 Describe good and bad 

money management
●	 Consider reasons for 

charitable giving

●	 Spending styles
●	 Buyer’s remorse
●	 Words and phrases 

associated with charity

Word study:
●	 Parts of speech

●	 Expressing regrets about the past
●	 Completed future actions and plans: the future 

perfect and perfect infinitives

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 The past unreal conditional: inverted form
●	 The future continuous
●	 The future perfect continuous

●	 Ask “What do you mean?” to invite 
someone to elaborate

●	 Express empathy with “What a 
shame” “That’s a shame” and “Too 
bad”

●	 Express misgivings about a past 
action with “If only I had” and “I wish I 
hadn’t”

●	 Elaborate on an explanation with 
“The thing is”

Listening Skills
●	 Listen for main ideas
●	 Understand from 

context
●	 Listen for details
●	 Express and support 

an opinion

Texts
●	 A spending habits self-test
●	 Interviews: financial goals
●	 An article about personal money 

management

Skills / Strategies
●	 Understand from context
●	 Identify supporting details

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task 
●	 Write a personal statement for 

a job or university application

Skill
●	 Organizing information by 

degrees of importance

Pronunciation
●	 Sentence rhythm: 

thought groups

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Respectfulness: Ask for 

and provide reasons when 
discussing opinions

4
Clothing and 
Appearance

page 34

●	 Describe clothing details 
and formality

●	 Talk about the kind of 
clothes you buy

●	 Examine questionable 
cosmetic procedures

●	 Discuss appearance and 
self-esteem

●	 Adjectives to describe 
fashion

●	 Describing clothes

Word study:
●	 Compound words with 

self-

●	 Quantifiers: review and expansion

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 Quantifiers: a few and few; a little and little
●	 Quantifiers: using of for specific reference
●	 Subject-verb agreement of quantifiers followed by of

●	 Say “I mean” to elaborate on a prior 
statement or question

●	 Use “Actually” to assert a point of view
●	 Say “I think that might be” to gently 

warn that something is inappropriate
●	 Acknowledge someone’s good 

advice with “I’m so glad I asked” 
“Thank goodness I asked” and “It’s a 
good thing I asked”

Listening Skills
●	 Listen for main ideas
●	 Listen for details

Texts
●	 An article about the history of ready-

to-wear clothes
●	 An article about two kinds of facials
●	 Advertisements for cosmetic 

procedures
●	 A survey of appearance and 

self-esteem

Skills / Strategies
●	 Understand from context
●	 Identify supporting details
●	 Express and support an opinion

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task 
●	 Write two paragraphs 

contrasting ideas

Skill
●	 Compare and contrast 

(review)

Pronunciation
●	 Linking sounds

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Teamwork: Encourage a 

positive exchange of opinions

5 
Community

page 46

●	 Politely ask someone not to 
do something

●	 Describe annoying public 
conduct

●	 Talk about ways to address 
community problems

●	 Discuss the impact 
of infrastructure on 
people’s lives

●	 Inconsiderate behavior
●	 Neighborhood 

improvements
●	 Types of infrastructure 

Word study:
●	 Adjectives with negative 

prefixes: un-, in-, im-, dis-, 
ir-, and il-

●	 Possessive gerunds
●	 Paired conjunctions

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 Conjunctions with so, too, neither, or not either
●	 So, too, neither, or not either: short responses

●	 Use “Do you mind . . .?” “Would you 
mind if I . . .?” or “Would it bother 
you if I . . .?” to ask permission to do 
something

●	 Soften an objection with 
expressions such as “I don’t mean to 
inconvenience you” “I hope that’s not 
a problem” “I hope you don’t mind” or 
“I hope that’s all right”

●	 Politely ask someone not to do 
something with “Actually, I’d rather 
you didn’t”

●	 Say “That’s very considerate of you” to 
thank someone for accommodating 
you

Listening Skills
●	 Listen to confirm 

content
●	 Listen for point of 

view
●	 Listen to summarize

Texts
●	 A questionnaire about one’s 

neighborhood
●	 Interviews: pet peeves about public 

conduct
●	 An article about three public projects

Skills / Strategies
●	 Understand from context
●	 Scan for information

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task 
●	 Write a letter of complaint

Skill
●	 Formal letters (review)

Pronunciation
●	 Unstressed syllables: 

vowel reduction to /ə/

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Problem solving: Work 

together to identify and solve 
problems

IV

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
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SYNONYMS, ANTONYMS

Arrange students in groups of three. Have them individually draw three columns on a piece 
of paper. Give students thirty seconds to list three adjectives in the first column (for example: 
happy, tall, difficult). After thirty seconds, ask students to pass their papers to the left. Have 
them write synonyms for their partner’s adjectives in the second column (for example: glad, 
high, hard). After thirty seconds, ask students to pass their papers to the left. Have them write 
down three antonyms to complete the table (for example: sad, short, easy).

TELEPHONE

Ask students to stand side by side in a straight line. Whisper an expression (for example: Take 
it easy!) or a sentence (for example: I love to go hiking with friends.) so only the first student in 
the line can hear you. This student then whispers the same expression or sentence to the next 
student. Students repeat until the message reaches the last player in line. This student says the 
expression or sentence aloud so the class can hear how much it has changed.

TABOO

Arrange students in pairs. Student A sits facing the board, and Student B sits facing away. Write 
a word or phrase on the board (for example: graphic design). When you say go, Student A has 
one minute to get Student B to guess the word or phrase using associated words as clues but 
not any part of the word or phrase itself. For example, Student A could say job, visual, logo, and 
colors as clues, but not graphic or design. After one minute, call time. Have students switch 
roles.

TONGUE TWISTER

Arrange students in pairs. Give each pair one or two sounds (for example: /p/ and /b/). Have 
students create a tongue twister—a sentence with 8–10 words, five of which must begin with the 
sounds given (for example: Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers).

COMPARISONS

Arrange students in small groups. Write a category on the board (for example: cities, animals). 
Say aloud a comparison of two objects from this category (for example: Monkeys are louder than 
snakes). One student from each group then makes a new comparison starting with the second 
noun, snakes (for example: Snakes are scarier than bunnies). Students continue to take turns 
making comparisons in this manner for two minutes.

WHAT’S DIFFERENT?

Have a volunteer stand in front of the class for fifteen seconds while the other students notice 
what the person is wearing. Then, take the volunteer outside of the room, and change one 
thing about what he or she is wearing (for example: move a hair clip, roll up a sleeve). Bring 
the volunteer back to the front, and elicit from the class declarative statements about what’s 
different. Each student gets only one chance to guess. For example, Your hair clip is now on the 
left. Your right sleeve is rolled up. The volunteer responds with yes or no. The student who guesses 
correctly wins.

Unit COMMUNICATION GOALS VOCABULARY GRAMMAR CONVERSATION STRATEGIES LISTENING / 
PRONUNCIATION

READING WRITING /
SOFT SKILLS

1
Describing 
Ourselves and 
Others

page 2

●	 Talk about your personality 
and character

●	 Describe how people 
behave

●	 Discuss how we respond to 
others’ conduct

●	 Talk about nonverbal 
communication and 
culture

●	 Adjectives to describe 
personality and character 
traits

●	 Attitudes towards others’ 
conduct

●	 Gerunds and infinitives: review and expansion
●	 Verbs that require a noun or pronoun before 

an infinitive

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 Infinitives: review, expansion, and common errors
●	 Parallelism with gerunds and infinitives

●	 Use “I’d say” to soften an assertive 
opinion

●	 Say “I see you as” to introduce your 
description of someone 

●	 Use “I don’t see myself that way” to 
politely contradict another person’s 
description of you

●	 Use “tend to” and “seem to” to make 
generalizations

Listening Skills
●	 Listen to infer
●	 Listen to confirm 

content
●	 Listen to infer

Texts
●	 A quiz about one’s outlook
●	 Employees’ opinions of their boss
●	 An article about nonverbal 

communication

Skills / Strategies
●	 Relate to personal experience
●	 Recognize main idea
●	 Understand from context

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task 
●	 Write a short article about 

nonverbal communication

Skill
●	 Paragraph structure: review

Pronunciation
●	 Content words and 

function words

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Communication: Ask for 

clarification and repetition to 
avoid misunderstandings

2
Creativity in 
Our Lives

page 12

●	 Talk about how you’ve been 
enjoying the arts

●	 Disagree politely about 
artistic preferences

●	 Describe the personalities 
of creative people

●	 Discuss ways to increase 
creative thinking

●	 Elements of music
●	 Adjectives to describe the 

arts
●	 Describing creative 

personalities

Word study:
●	 Participial adjectives: 

present and past forms

●	 The present perfect continuous and the present 
perfect: review and expansion

●	 Cleft sentences with What

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 Finished and unfinished actions: summary
●	 Noun clauses: review and expansion
●	 Noun clauses as adjective and noun complements

●	 Use “To tell the truth” and “I hate to 
say it, but” to politely introduce a 
contrary opinion

●	 Soften a contradictory opinion with 
expressions such as “[He’s] not my 
favorite,” “[They’re] not my cup of tea,” 
etc.

Listening Skills
●	 Listen to confirm

content 
●	 Listen for details
●	 Relate to personal 

experience

Texts
●	 A survey of memorable songs and 

performers
●	 Interviews: enjoying the arts
●	 An article about creative personalities 
●	 A survey of how companies can 

encourage creative thinking

Skills / Strategies
●	 Understand from context
●	 Identify supporting information
●	 Relate to personal experience

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task 
●	 Describe the personal 

qualities of a creative person

Skill
●	 Parallel structure: words in a 

series

Pronunciation
●	 Intonation patterns

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Active listening: Ask for 

examples to show interest

3
Financial Matters

page 24

●	 Express buyer’s remorse
●	 Talk about financial goals 

and plans
●	 Describe good and bad 

money management
●	 Consider reasons for 

charitable giving

●	 Spending styles
●	 Buyer’s remorse
●	 Words and phrases 

associated with charity

Word study:
●	 Parts of speech

●	 Expressing regrets about the past
●	 Completed future actions and plans: the future 

perfect and perfect infinitives

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 The past unreal conditional: inverted form
●	 The future continuous
●	 The future perfect continuous

●	 Ask “What do you mean?” to invite 
someone to elaborate

●	 Express empathy with “What a 
shame” “That’s a shame” and “Too 
bad”

●	 Express misgivings about a past 
action with “If only I had” and “I wish I 
hadn’t”

●	 Elaborate on an explanation with 
“The thing is”

Listening Skills
●	 Listen for main ideas
●	 Understand from 

context
●	 Listen for details
●	 Express and support 

an opinion

Texts
●	 A spending habits self-test
●	 Interviews: financial goals
●	 An article about personal money 

management

Skills / Strategies
●	 Understand from context
●	 Identify supporting details

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task 
●	 Write a personal statement for 

a job or university application

Skill
●	 Organizing information by 

degrees of importance

Pronunciation
●	 Sentence rhythm: 

thought groups

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Respectfulness: Ask for 

and provide reasons when 
discussing opinions

4
Clothing and 
Appearance

page 34

●	 Describe clothing details 
and formality

●	 Talk about the kind of 
clothes you buy

●	 Examine questionable 
cosmetic procedures

●	 Discuss appearance and 
self-esteem

●	 Adjectives to describe 
fashion

●	 Describing clothes

Word study:
●	 Compound words with 

self-

●	 Quantifiers: review and expansion

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 Quantifiers: a few and few; a little and little
●	 Quantifiers: using of for specific reference
●	 Subject-verb agreement of quantifiers followed by of

●	 Say “I mean” to elaborate on a prior 
statement or question

●	 Use “Actually” to assert a point of view
●	 Say “I think that might be” to gently 

warn that something is inappropriate
●	 Acknowledge someone’s good 

advice with “I’m so glad I asked” 
“Thank goodness I asked” and “It’s a 
good thing I asked”

Listening Skills
●	 Listen for main ideas
●	 Listen for details

Texts
●	 An article about the history of ready-

to-wear clothes
●	 An article about two kinds of facials
●	 Advertisements for cosmetic 

procedures
●	 A survey of appearance and 

self-esteem

Skills / Strategies
●	 Understand from context
●	 Identify supporting details
●	 Express and support an opinion

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task 
●	 Write two paragraphs 

contrasting ideas

Skill
●	 Compare and contrast 

(review)

Pronunciation
●	 Linking sounds

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Teamwork: Encourage a 

positive exchange of opinions

5 
Community

page 46

●	 Politely ask someone not to 
do something

●	 Describe annoying public 
conduct

●	 Talk about ways to address 
community problems

●	 Discuss the impact 
of infrastructure on 
people’s lives

●	 Inconsiderate behavior
●	 Neighborhood 

improvements
●	 Types of infrastructure 

Word study:
●	 Adjectives with negative 

prefixes: un-, in-, im-, dis-, 
ir-, and il-

●	 Possessive gerunds
●	 Paired conjunctions

GRAMMAR EXPANDER
●	 Conjunctions with so, too, neither, or not either
●	 So, too, neither, or not either: short responses

●	 Use “Do you mind . . .?” “Would you 
mind if I . . .?” or “Would it bother 
you if I . . .?” to ask permission to do 
something

●	 Soften an objection with 
expressions such as “I don’t mean to 
inconvenience you” “I hope that’s not 
a problem” “I hope you don’t mind” or 
“I hope that’s all right”

●	 Politely ask someone not to do 
something with “Actually, I’d rather 
you didn’t”

●	 Say “That’s very considerate of you” to 
thank someone for accommodating 
you

Listening Skills
●	 Listen to confirm 

content
●	 Listen for point of 

view
●	 Listen to summarize

Texts
●	 A questionnaire about one’s 

neighborhood
●	 Interviews: pet peeves about public 

conduct
●	 An article about three public projects

Skills / Strategies
●	 Understand from context
●	 Scan for information

WRITING HANDBOOK

Task 
●	 Write a letter of complaint

Skill
●	 Formal letters (review)

Pronunciation
●	 Unstressed syllables: 

vowel reduction to /ə/

SOFT SKILLS BOOSTER
●	 Problem solving: Work 

together to identify and solve 
problems

IV

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
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